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Introduction

Children are at the heart of many services throughout Sheffield. Their
involvement in the planning, delivery and evaluation of services affecting them
is critical for ensuring a service is efficient and based on actual need.

Article 12 of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child states
that,

“Children and young people have a right to express
an opinion on any matter affecting them and to
have that opinion taken into account”.

This statement is supported in Sheffield through the Sheffield Children and
Young People’s Plan and the Sheffield Children and Young People’s
Participation Strategy.

The Children’s Voices Project is firmly committed to this principle and is
leading on consultation and participation work with children in Sheffield.

For more information on matters relating to this report or for support and
advice in involving children in your setting, please contact:

Clare Humberstone
Children’s Voices Project Manager

Remington Youth and Community Centre
200 Remington Road

Parson Cross

Sheffield

S5 9AG

Tel: 0114 2466276
Email: clare.humberstone @sheffield.gov.uk
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Executive summary

Children’s Voices had an interest in the development of the Heathlands Park;
a new park/playground between the Oxclose and Deepwell estates in
Halfway, Sheffield. Children’s Voices approached the Friends Of Heathlands
Park group to offer their support in consulting with children in the area. It was
decided that an event should be held at the site on the 27" of March 2010 to
offer the whole community a chance to have a say on the development. The
event was extremely successful with children and families turning up to have
a say on the new playground. Approximately 45 children, young people and
adults were consulted using fun and engaging techniques.

Summary of findings

A summary of key findings is presented below:

- The most popular piece of large play equipment was the zip wire. The
web pyramid was also very popular. Both pieces of equipment were
popular across all of the age groups
The most popular swing amongst all age groups was the basket swing
The most popular roundabout amongst all age groups was the Dutch disk
The most popular slide amongst all age groups was the long steel slide
that descends from a pyramid tower on a natural hill. The slide is a
covered cylindrical design. (see Slide 2, page 12)

The most popular rocker amongst all age groups was a double sided
springer (see Rocker 3, page 15)

The most popular multi-activity play unit was a natural looking green and
brown unit containing several different elements to it such as a wobbly
bridge and various ways of climbing (see L6, page 16)

The adult's most popular community area was very natural, with trees and
wooden benches (see CAL, page 18). Children liked picture CA1 but also
liked picture CA4 that had grassed areas with natural hills, boulders and
wooden benches.

Adults would like the community area to be near to the playground, so
they can see their children playing

The most popular material for the playground equipment to be made from,
voted for by all age groups, was wood. They would like it to look as natural
as possible

A lot of children came to the event on their bikes and commented that they
would like a bike trail with mounds and hills

Litter bins for rubbish and dog faeces were popular

The football area was extremely popular with the children, however,
comments were made about the suitability of its goal end positioning; as
balls could roll down the hill into the marshes and river causing a potential
safety hazard
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Recommendations

The overall development of the park should be constructed from wood
and natural colours to reflect the site/environment

Serious consideration should be given to providing opportunities for
bike use in the park, as children and young people would like exciting
trails to use

The zip-wire and football pitch were both very popular and should be
considered essentials for the development

Every effort should be made to include the web pyramid, basket swing,
Dutch disk, steel slide and double-sided springer in the playground. If
this is not possible then something similar should be used

Any development of the park has to reflect the wide range of different
ages who access the park

Further involvement of children and young people at any stage of the
development would be beneficial. Please do not hesitate to contact us
for help with this matter
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Results

Graffiti Wall:

A child-friendly version of the site map was displayed on a large sheet of
paper. General comments were drawn and written around the map. This
technique has helped indentify what children and adults think of the site.

Positive comments:
Glad there is somewhere to play football x4
| think it is going to be great
Really pleased | have just moved to the area
because | have two kids

Issues/solutions:
Don't like the community orchard- children throwing fruit at the windows x2
would like more money spent on seating and the playground
At bank of earth at the bottom end would be good, to stop bikes entering,
stop footballs rolling down the hill, we can sit on it overlooking the
playground, we can sledge on it in the winter x2
If the football pitch is where it is shown it needs something to stop the
balls rolling down the hill into the marshes and river
Does the boggy area need to be fenced of? It could be dangerous
Don’t want 24hour lighting as it will attract gangs
Where will people park their cars if they come from outside of the estate to
the playground?

Other ideas for the park:
- Mountain bike trails around the park x7

Litter bins x5 (Dog bins, rubbish bins, recycling)
Benches near the play area x3
Equipment suitable for under 5’s x3
Zip wire x2
Skateboard area x2
Lots of wooded climbing frames like at clumber park
Community area close to the playground so | can see my children
Mini golf
A spider climbing frame would be brilliant
Enclosed football areas MUGA
Sports area
Community area to include back rest
Adults would like to be able to play on the equipment as well
Natural as possible
Good fencing to stop bad bikers-children’s safety is top priority

Further work for the friends of group:
Get schools involved
Repair the fences
Maintain the trees in the park
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Playground picture voting:

Eight pictures of large playground equipment were displayed. Children and
adults voted on their favourite by putting a sticker on their most preferred
choice. Children and adults could have up to three votes each. There was
then the option to explain their vote a little more, by writing on post-its why
they liked this piece of equipment and how they would play on it. This
consultation technique has given us an idea of what large playground
equipment they would like and, if it isn’t possible to have that exact piece of
equipment, the comments of why they like it will help us to choose something
similar.
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Breakdown of results

Large piece of 5-13 14+ | Adults | Total | Why do you like it?

equipment: Years How would you play
on it?

Zip wire 5 6 13 4 38 | -It's fun x4

-Someone pushes you
go really fast x2

-We have nothing like
this in the garden

-Its different

-You can stand up on it
-1 like it more than any
other pieces of
equipment

-1 think it will encourage
older teenage gangs

Web pyramid 0 14 5 7 26 -It's challenging and fun
-Good for exercise
-Good for all ages

Multi-activity Climbing 1 4 2 3 10 -Lots of things to climb
on
-Lots of fun

Wobbly Bridges 2 1 2 2 7

2 2 4 1 7 -Logs to play on
-Wooden
-It's fun

Children’s Voices 8
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Wigwam Ropes 2 3 0 1 6
High Ropes 0 0 0 2 2 Undesirables?
Jack Straw See Saw 1 0 0 0 1
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Design your own playground:

Children were given a template of the park to stick different pieces of
equipment to. There were four categories of small pieces of play equipment
that included roundabouts, swings, slides and rockers; children could choose
three pictures from any category. The swing category for example included
rope swing, tyre swing, group swing, tree swing etc; they chose one type of
swing for their picture. Children the chose from one large piece of multi-
activity play equipment. This consultation technique has given us an idea of
the types of play equipment children and adults like.

The communities favourite swings:

Swing 9
Swing 8
Swing 7
Swing 6
Swing 5
Swing 4
Swing 3
Swing 2
Swing 1

Responses

Children’s Voices 10
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Breakdown of results:

Equipment 5-13 yrs 14+ Adults Total
Swing 1 1 1 0 1 3
Swing 2 0 2 2 0 4
Swing 3 0 3 0 0 3
Swing 4 1 3 0 3 7
Swing 5 0 1 0 0 1
Swing 6 1 2 1 0 4
Swing 7 4 3 3 4 14
Swing 8 0 0 0 0 0
Children’s Voices 11
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Swing 9 2 0 0 1 3

The communities favourite slides:

Slide 8
Slide 7
Slide 6
Slide 5
Slide 4
Slide 3
Slide 2
Slide 1

Responses

Breakdown of results:

Equipment 5-13 yrs 14+ Adults Total

Slide 1 3 2 0 2 7

Slide 2 1 5 0 2 8

Children’s Voices 12
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Slide 3 1 0 0 0 1
Slide 4 0 0 1 0 1
Slide 5 0 2 1 0 3
Slide 6 2 0 0 0 2
Slide 7 0 0 0 0 0
Slide 8 0 1 0 1 2
Children’s Voices 13
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The communities favourite roundabouts:

Roundabout 6
Roundabout 5
Roundabout 4

Roundabout 3

Roundabout 2

Roundabout 1

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Responses

Breakdown of results:

Equipment 5-13 yrs 14+ Adults Total
Roundabout 1 4 1 0 0 5
Roundabout 2 2 5 2 2 11
Roundabout 3 0 0 0 0 0
Roundabout 4 2 2 0 0 4
Children’s Voices 14
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Roundabout 5 1 1 1 3
Roundabout 6 0 0 0 1
The communities favourite rockers:

Rocker 4 h

Rocker 3 [N

rocker 2 [

0 2 4 6 8 10
Responses

Breakdown of results:
Equipment 5-13 yrs 14+ Adults Total
Rocker 1 1 0 0 3

Children’s Voices
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Rocker 2 0 0 2
Rocker 3 4 1 8
Rocker 4 0 1 1
The communities favourite large multi-activity unit CH

L8

L7

L6

LS

L4

L3

L2

L1

0 6 10 12
Responses

Breakdown of results:
Equipment 5-13yrs 13+ Adults Total
L1 1 0 2

Children’s Voices
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L2 0 0 0 0 0

L3 1 0 0 0 1

L4 1 0 0 0 1

LS 2 2 0 3 7

L6 3 5 2 1 11

L7 0 2 0 0 2

L8 2 2 0 1 5
Children’s Voices 17
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Community area picture voting:

Pictures of different community areas were displayed. Children and adults
voted on their favourite by putting a sticker on their most preferred choice.
Children and adults could have up to three votes each. This consultation
technique has given us an idea of what type of community area children and
adults would like.

The communities favourite community area

il I I E N B N

CA3 CA4 CAS CA®G CA7 CAS8

Number of votes

Type of community area

Breakdown of results:

Community Area: 5-13yrs 14+ Adults Total
CAl 0 1 2 14 17
Children’s Voices 18
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CA2 1 0 0 8 9
CA3 2 1 00 4 7
CA4 0 3 2 1 6
CAS5 0 2 0 0 2
CAb6 0 1 0 1 2
CA7 1 1 0 0 2
CA8 1 1 0 0 2
Children’s Voices 19
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Feely boxes:

Four sealed boxes were set up with examples of the following materials
inside: wood, plastic, metal and rope. Children put their hand though a hole at
the front of the box and felt the different materials inside. They firstly guessed
what the material was; they could check their guess by lifting a flap at the top
of the box that revealed the answer. Children then voted on their favourite by
putting a token in a jar at the side of the chosen box. This consultation
technique has helped identify the types of materials that they would like the
playground equipment to be made from.

Results:
Wood x5
Rope x4
Metal x3
Plastic x2
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